Pastor’s Guide to a Successful CASA Appeal 2026

The pastor’s support will lead to more parishioners supporting CASA, which is why your
involvement is critical. The goal is 100 percent participation, no matter the amount.

. The Catholic Arkansas Sharing Appeal (CASA) kickoff is Feb. 7 & 8

o CASA pew envelopes will be mailed the week of Jan. 5 and Bishop Taylor's
recorded video and audio message will be mailed separately the week of Jan. 19.

. The weekend of Jan. 31 & Feb. 1, please announce that the appeal will take
place the next weekend using the pulpit and bulletin announcements.

. Have the gift/pledge envelopes and pens/pencils in the pews or distributed by the
ushers. If there is snow or ice this weekend, please have the appeal the following
weekend of Feb. 14 & 15.

. If at all possible, show the video of Bishop Taylor’s recorded message. This
year’s video includes pictures and video clips of CASA supported ministries in action
as well as his message on the Gospel reading for the day. If it is not possible to show
the video or play the audio recording, please read Bishop’s message.

. After the Bishop’s message, follow the in-pew solicitation guide provided for
distributing and collecting the CASA pledge envelopes.

. Leave envelopes in the pews throughout the month of February.

. The week of May 11, Bishop Taylor will send a letter to donors who have given in
past years but have not yet given for 2026.

. As you are able, please remind your parishioners who have not given, to please
do so. Everyone’s participation is the goal, no matter the amount.

Thank you for your leadership with the CASA appeal in your parish(es). Our office is
happy to assist you in any way we can. For more information, please contact Kelly
Wewers kwewers@dolr.org or Graydon Carter gcarter@dolr.org in the office of
Stewardship and Development (501) 664-0340.
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Bishop's Message

February 8, 2026

My Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Do you know why the colors of the Vatican flag are white and yellow? The answer | like best is that as Catholics we are to
be what Jesus calls us to be in today's Gospel: the salt of the earth and the light of the world, hence white — salt — and
yellow — light. Salt is a powerful spice, so while a grain of salt may seem pretty small, it has a powerful effect in making
food taste good. Moreover, salt preserves food from spoilage. So also, we are called to bring goodness to others and to
do all we can to prevent spoilage — moral decay — in our own lives and in that of society. And just as light dispels the
darkness, so also, we are called to bring hope and clarity, truth and goodness into a world filled with people stumbling in
the dark. On Good Friday the powers of darkness did their worst, but on Easter Sunday Jesus rose victorious ... and you
have been offered a share in the salvation he has won for us who now form his body, the Church. And then he sends us
forth as Church to be Salt and Light for others.

Today | invite you to be Salt and Light, to do your share in the building of the Kingdom of God. We do it in union with
Jesus and as members of his body the Church, hence our annual Catholic Arkansas Sharing Appeal, CASA. CASA assists
with those things that go beyond the capacity of our individual parishes: Vocations, Catholic Charities, our Faith
Formation programs, Catholic Schools, Hispanic Ministry, our deacon formation program, our Tribunal and of course it
helps fund our diocesan offices. During the last 17 years that | have been your bishop, we have used CASA money to
provide a building for our Catholic Charities offices and build a House of Formation which has allowed us to form our
college level seminarians right here at home. And of course, because of greater numbers and Vatican changes to priestly
formation, we are now looking to move our college seminary formation to the site of the former St. Joseph Orphanage in
North Little Rock, this financed with insurance money following the devastating fire last March. And thanks be to God; |
have had the privilege of ordaining 51 priests for service in Arkansas and will ordain 5 more priests this May.

Our next major project to be funded out of CASA will be the complete remodeling of Byrne Hall — the last of the original
buildings on the diocese’s main campus that needs to be remodeled to fit current needs. For years, we simply haven’t
had enough space to accommodate all requests from groups for retreats, conferences, and meeting spaces. This
renovation will give us much needed additional space at an estimated cost of $5 million. Any of you who have been
inside that building in its current state know how badly this 110-year-old building is in need of a drastic overhaul. If you
decide to say yes to being Salt and Light, you will be part of expanding this ministry, and this will help others to become
Salt and Light as well. So | ask you to make an investment in faith.

A description of many of the ways your CASA donations are used to build up the Church in Arkansas can be found in this
week's issue of the Arkansas Catholic. Thank you for your generosity in the past and thanks in advance for an even more
generous response this year! This is one way in which you can be the Salt of the earth and the Light of the world in
Arkansas today. Please join me in making not only CASA but indeed this entire year a shared blessing for everyone.

Sincerely In Christ,
+Anthony B. Taylor
Bishop of Little Rock



Mis hermanos y hermanas en Cristo,

éSaben por qué los colores de la bandera del Vaticano son blanco y amarillo? La respuesta que mas me gusta es que
como catdlicos debemos ser lo que Jesus nos llama a ser en el Evangelio de hoy: la sal de la tierra y la luz del mundo, de
ahi blanco — sal — y amarillo — luz. La sal es una especia poderosa, por lo que, aunque un grano de sal puede parecer
muy pequefio, tiene un efecto poderoso al hacer que la comida tenga buen sabor. Ademas, la sal ayuda a que la comida
no se eche a perder. Asi también, somos llamados a ser bondadosos con los demas y hacer todo lo que podamos para
evitar que se echen a perder — pudricién moral — nuestras propias vidas o la sociedad. Y asi como la luz dispersa las
tinieblas, de igual manera somos llamados a brindar esperanza y claridad, verdad y bondad en un mundo lleno de gente
gue tropieza en la oscuridad. El Viernes Santo los poderes de las tinieblas hicieron lo peor, pero en Domingo de Pascua
Jesus resucitd victorioso ... y se les ha ofrecido una parte en la salvacién que él ha ganado para nosotros, quien ahora
formamos su cuerpo, la Iglesia. Y luego, él nos envia como Iglesia a ser la Sal y la Luz para los demas.

Hoy los invito a ser la Sal y la Luz, a hacer su parte en la edificacidn del Reino de Dios. Lo hacemos en unién con Jesus y
como miembros de su cuerpo la Iglesia, de ahi nuestra Campafia Catdlica de Arkansas a Compartir, CASA. CASA ayuda
con aquello que va mas alla de la capacidad de nuestras parroquias individuales: Vocaciones, Caridades Catélicas,
nuestros programas de Formacién en la Fe, Escuelas Catdlicas, Ministerio Hispano, nuestro programa de formacion
diaconal, nuestro Tribunal y por supuesto ayuda a financiar nuestras oficinas diocesanas. Durante los Ultimos 17 afios
gue he sido su obispo, hemos utilizado el dinero de CASA para proveer un edificio para nuestras oficinas de Caridades
Catolicas y construir una Casa de Formacion, que nos ha permitido formar a nuestros seminaristas en nivel universitario
justo aqui en casa. Y, por supuesto, debido a cifras mayores y a los cambios a la formacién sacerdotal de parte del
Vaticano, estamos buscando trasladar nuestra formacién del colegio seminario al sitio del antiguo Orfanatorio San José
en North Little Rock, que esta financiado con dinero del seguro tras el devastador incendio del pasado marzo. Y, gracias a
Dios, he tenido el privilegio de ordenar 51 sacerdotes para servir en Arkansas y ordenaré a 5 sacerdotes mas este mayo.

Nuestro préximo proyecto mayor que sera financiado por CASA sera completar la remodelacién del Edificio Byrne — el
ultimo de los edificios originales en el campus de la Didcesis que necesita ser remodelado para satisfacer las necesidades
actuales. Por aios, simplemente no hemos contado con suficiente espacio para atender todas las solicitudes de grupos
para retiros, conferencias, y espacios para reuniones. Esta remodelacidn nos dara el espacio adicional muy necesario a
un costo estimado de $5 millones. Cualquiera de ustedes que ha entrado a ese edificio en su estado actual sabe cuan
necesario es remodelar drasticamente este edificio de 110 afos de antigliedad. Si deciden decir si a ser Sal y Luz,
formaran parte de este ministerio en expansion, y esto ayudard a otros a convertirse en Sal y Luz también. Por lo que les
pido que hagan una inversion en la fe.

Pueden encontrar una descripcion de las muchas maneras en que sus donaciones a CASA ayudan a edificar la Iglesia en
Arkansas en la edicidn de esta semana de Arkansas Catholic. iGracias por su generosidad en el pasado y gracias de
antemano por una respuesta aun mayor este afio! Esta es una manera en la que ustedes pueden ser la Sal de la tierra y la
Luz del mundo en Arkansas hoy. Por favor, Unanse a mi para hacer que no sélo CASA, sino de hecho todo este afio, sea
una bendicidon compartida para todos.

Sinceramente en Cristo,
+Rvdmo. Mons. Anthony B. Taylor
Obispo de Little Rock



