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The Helping Hand
of Greater Little Rock • Mon.-Thurs. 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
501-372-4388 Cash donations welcome

Toys for Christmas Needed
New toys for babies and children up to age 10: 
Balls, board games, dolls, hair accessories, crafts, 
beads, books, building blocks, bicycles.

Matthew Reginelli, Agent
4715 Hwy 5 N Ste 1, Bryant, AR 72022
Bus: 501-847-4199
Toll Free: 800-621-1054
matthew.reginelli.jhq6@statefarm.com

State Farm, Bloomington, IL • 1211999

Benton Women’s Clinic
Obstetrics & Gynecology

OFFICES IN BENTON AND SHERIDAN

John V. Baka, MD
Wendy West, APN
(501) 778-1000

Arkansas Catholic
Daughters of the Americas

Our Motto is Unity & Charity
Spirit-filled women who love Christ, His 

Church, our country & all humanity.
Contact: Elaine 501-835-0066

arkansascatholicdaughters.weebly.com

You are invited to Join Us!

Last year, three religious communities in Arkansas received national grants 
through gifts to this collection: Olivetan Benedictine Sisters of Jonesboro, 
Discalced Carmelite Nuns in Little Rock and the Benedictine Monks of Subiaco. 

Roughly 95 percent of donations help senior religious.

Please be generous in your parish collection

For more information, 
contact Dianne Brady, 
Director of Stewardship 
and Development for the 
Diocese of Little Rock, at 
(501) 664-0340.

www.dolr.org December 3-4 
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Robert E. Tellez • 501-952-4688
www.tellezlawfirm.com

Compassionate Legal Counseling

www.johnsondermatology.com

Specializing in skin cancer
Providing comprehensive skin care

Fort Smith • Toll-free 866-374-3376

Put your ad here for only

$7 A WEEK
when you sign up for a year.

It’s easy to reach thousands of Catholics 
every week. Call Arkansas Catholic, 

(501) 664-0125, or e-mail mhargett@dolr.org.

EVERY RIDE 
  IS A 

BIG RIDE

YO U R KAWA S A K I  A N D YA M A H A DE A L E R

501-776-0679
kbsoutdoorpowersports.com
15522 I-30, Benton, AR 72019

[  C a t h o l i C  C h a r i t i e s  ]

What is the actual name of the 
agency?

Our legal name is Adoption 
Services Inc., but we are generally 
known as Catholic Adoption Ser-
vices. 

Do you have to be Catholic to 
work with the diocesan agency?

No, we work with birthmothers 
of all faiths, though many choose 
us because they are Catholic and 
are looking for Catholic families. 
Some birthparents prefer a family 
that is not Catholic and an effort is 
made to help them find a family of 
another faith. We welcome inqui-
ries for information. 

Where do your birthmothers 
come from?

Birth parents find out about our 
services in a variety of ways. Many 
of our clients are referred by preg-
nancy resource centers or local 
hospitals. Often they hear about us 
through a friend or family member 
who has worked with our agency. 
Referrals from priests, religious 
and deacons are welcomed. Some 
birthmothers will find us through 
our website or other sources on-
line. We are always trying to get the 
word out about our licensed adop-
tion agency. We do not pressure 
birthparents to choose adoption as 
we respect that this is their difficult 

decision to make and they need to 
choose what is best for them and 
for their child. We will provide in-
formation, counseling and sup-
port. 

What fees are there for an 
adoption?

Agency services to birthparents 
are free. Referrals are made for 
medical services and Medicaid, 
if necessary. Reasonable fees are 
charged to adoptive parents for 
actual services delivered prior to a 
placement. This generally includes 
the application, homestudy, back-
ground checks and profile fees. 

Placement fees are due at the 
time of the legal adoption and are 
based on a sliding scale depend-
ing on the adoptive parents’ in-
come. Generally, the medical costs 
and legal fees are included in this 
placement fee. Many families may 
be eligible for state and federal tax 
credits, which can cover a lot of the 
expense. 

How does a family get selected?
Prospective adoptive parents 

complete their homestudies and 
are then ready and waiting. Birth 
parents let us know what they are 
looking for in a family for their 

child. Birth families then choose 
the new parents by looking at 
confidential profile books that the 
adoptive parents create to show 
what they are like, individually 
and as a family. Most of the birth 
parents choose to meet the pre-
adoptive parents prior to or soon 
after the birth of their child. A staff 
member from Adoption Services 
is present to assist with these con-
fidential meetings. Both parties 
need to have peace about working 
together toward an adoption plan 
for us to proceed.

 
What is “cradle care” or short-
term foster care for an infant 
awaiting adoption?

Birthparents generally do not 
sign a consent to an adoption until 
after the birth of their child. Then 
the birth mother chooses either 
a five or 10-day waiting period 
to be sure about the decision to 
place her child. She may change 
her mind for any reason during 
the waiting period.  If the adoptive 
parents care for the baby during 
this time, they are doing so under 
legal risk. Some adoptive parents 
choose to have our licensed fos-
ter parents take care of the child 
for this period of time. Our foster 
parents are trained volunteers who 
love children and respect and ap-
preciate the gift of adoption. Foster 

parents are not eligible to adopt 
from our agency. 

Are the adoptions open or 
closed?

At this time we conduct semi-
open adoptions, which means we 
do not exchange last names, ad-
dresses and phone numbers. Most 
of the birth and adoptive parents 
choose to meet each other and of-
ten participate in a very meaningful 
blessing service all together. Adop-
tive parents are required to send 
pictures and updates of the baby 
through the agency for the birth 
families once a month for the first 
year. Pictures, updates and further 
contact are handled on a case-by-
case basis in the following years. 
Adoptees age 18 and older and 
their birth parents can choose to 
participate in an adoption reunion 
by mutual voluntary consent. For 
more information on this service 
for our previous placements, feel 
free to contact the agency.

Do you take donations?
We always gratefully appreci-

ate any type of financial donation, 
memorial or honorarium.  Your 
monetary contribution can be 
made by check or credit card. For 
more information, call Antje Har-
ris at (501) 664-0340 or visit catho 
licadoptionsservices.org.

Questions people ask about Adoption Services
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